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What is claimed is: 



1 . A method for cx)rifirniing thart a recipient of an information -bearing 
notification has received and read the notification comprising: 

receiving the information- bearing notification fk)m a sender of the notification; 

presenting the infomiation- bearing notification, including a presenting a word 
sequence, to the recipient; 

accepting an audio input in response to presenting the word sequence; 

determining whether the accepted ; ludio input includes the recipient speaking the 
presented word sequence; and 

if the accepted audio includes the 'ecipient speaking the presented word sequence, 
transmitting a confirmation to the sender oflthe notification. 



2. The method of claim : fiirlher comprising determining whether the 
accepted audio input includes the Voic ? of an intended recipient, and transmitting the 
confirmation to the sender if the ^::cepted^udio both includes the recipient speaking the 
presented word sequence and the acc(;pted audio includes the voice of the intended 
recipient. 



3 . The method of claim 
recipient includes presenting a 



wherein presenting the word sequence to the 
graphidal representation of the word sequence. 



4 . The method of claim 
the word sequence includes presentini 



wherein presenting the graphical representation of 
said graphical representation on a display. 



5. The method of claim i wherein presenting the word sequence to the 
recipient includes presenting an audible representation of the word sequence. 



The method of claim 5 



wherein presenting the audible representation of 



the word sequence includes playing a stored audio recording of the word sequence. 
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7. The method of claim 5 whbrein presenting the audible representation of 
the word sequence includes applying a sppech synthesis algorithm to the word sequence 
to form the audible representation. 

8 . The method of claim 5 \^herein presenting the audible representation of 
the word sequence includes transmittingjthe audible representation over a telephone 
network and accepting the audio response includes receiving the audio response over the 
telephone network. 



9. The method of claim 1 
input includes the recipient speaking tl 



wherein determining whether the accepted audio 
word sequence includes applying a speech 



recognition algorithm to the accepted audio input. 



1 0 . The method of claim 
includes computing a resulting word 
whether the audio input includes the 
comparing the resulting word sequence 



wherein applying the speech recognition algorithm 
sequence from the audio input and determining 
nicipient speaking the word sequence includes 
to the word sequence of the notification. 



1 1 . The method of claim 
includes time-aligning the word sequence 



9 wherein applying the speech recognition algorithm 
of the notification and the audio input. 



1 2 . The method of clainV 9 wherein applying the speech recognition algorithm 
includes computing a match score characterizing a similarity between the word sequence 
and the audio input. 



1 3 . The method of claim 1 2 wherein detennining whether the audio input 
includes the recipient speaking thp word sequence includes comparing the match score 
with a threshold score. 
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14. The method of claim 1 wherein 



icceptingthe audio input includes 



accepting a plurality of segments of the audio in Dut each associated with a different part 



erein determining whether the accepted 
ord sequence includes detemiining 



of the word sequence of the notification, and wh 
audio input includes the recipient speaking the w 
whether each of the plurality of segments of the ; ludio input includes the recipient 
speaking the associated part of the word sequence 



1 5 . The method of claim 1 4 wherei a 
presenting each of the different parts of the woija 
audio input associated with that part before pre 



presenting the word sequence includes 
sequence in turn and accepting the 
;enting another of the different parts. 



16. A method for forming a contract between a first party and a second party 
comprising: 

offering temis of the contract to the sec )nd party, including presenting a word 
sequence to the second party; 

accepting an audio input from the secoi id party in response to offering the terms 
of the contract; 

determining whether the accepted audio input includes the second party speaking 
the presented word sequence; 

informing the first party if the audi6 irji^ut includes the second party speaking the 
word sequence. 

1 7 . The method of claim 1 6 where in determining whether the accepted audio 
input includes the second party speaking the p resented word sequence includes applying 
a speech recognition algorithm to the acceptec ■ audio input to detennine a word sequence 
present in the audio input. 



1 8 . The method of claim 1 6 wheitin 
input includes the second party speaking the 
a speaker recognition algorithm to the a 
characteristics of an intended party with whoi|n 
and voice characteristics present in the audio 



determining whether the accepted audio 
J resented word sequence includes applying 
ccept(;d audio input to compare voice 

the first party desires to fomi a contract 
nput. 
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19. The method of claim 1 
includes display a text representation (jff tj 
display. 




erein offering the ternis of the contract 
to the second party on a computer 



20. Software stored on com])uter readable media for causing a computer 
system to perfomi fiinctions including: 

receiving an information- bearing notification from a sender of the notification; 

presenting the information- bearing notification, including a presenting a word 
sequence, to the recipient; 

accepting an audio input in resj onse to presenting the word sequence; 

determining whether the accepted audio input includes the recipient speaking tiie 
presented word sequence; and 

if the accepted audio includes ^ he recipient speaking the presented word sequence, 
transmitting a confmnation to the senddr of the notification. 



2 1 . The software of claim 20 wherein the software fiirther causes the 
computer system to perform fiinctiofis including determining whether the accepted audio 
input includes the voice of an intenped repipient, and transmitting the confirmation to the 
sender if the accepted audio both inomdes the recipient speaking the presented word 
sequence and the accepted audio inch ides the voice of the intended recipient. 



22. An automated notification confirmation system comprising: 
means for receiving an infomu tion-bearing notification fix)m a sender of the 
notification; 

means for presenting the information-bearing notification, including a presenting 
a word sequence, to the recipient; 

means for accepting an audio input in response to presenting the word sequence; 

means for determining whether the accepted audio input includes the recipient 
speaking the presented word sequen :e; and 

means for transmitting a conf rmation to the sender of the notification if the 
accepted audio includes the recipien; speaking the presented word sequence. 
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23 . The automated system of claim 22 fiuther comprising means for 
determining whether the accepted audio input includes the voice of an intended recipient, 
and means for transmitting the con^i^korUeTme sender if the accepted audio both 



includes the recipient speaking the 
includes the voice of the intended recip: 



nted word sequence and the accepted audio 
ent. 
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